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I would like to introduce myself 
as the new CEO of Four Wheel 
Drive Victoria. And also update 
you on paving the way for a 

new direction for 4wding. I also wish to acknowledge 
the fantastic work Wayne Hevey has done for the 
association for the past 15 years as CEO, including the 
milestones and achievements as a collective.

I also wish to recognize the abundant work the 
volunteers and clubs continue to do with activities 
such as the Clean up the Bush program, upcoming 
track clearing days, and the assistance in promoting 
4WDing at the National 4x4 Outdoors Show recently 
in August.

Later this year, FWDV will commence consulting 
with clubs, members, and stakeholders on what 
objectives they see as important in shaping a 
new three-year strategic roadmap with clear 
deliverables. These pillars may include digital 
and video engagement, technology/platforms, a 
new website, partnerships/TV/media, track/area 
access, growth, and educating/attracting younger 
demographics.

FWDV is also in trial stage 1 of a new cloud-
based and nationally-integrated management 
platform, stage 2 will be an opportunity for clubs to 
adopt the platform, features will include; enhanced 
communication tools, digital touchpoints, finance 
models, memberships/online payments, governance 
tools, data reporting mechanisms for the industry 
and more.

The Association continues to strengthen the 
agency and government partnerships we have, such 
as with Parks Victoria, DECCA, and Land Managers 
and we continue to voice our submission on the 
Central Highlands Assessment. FWDV is committed 
to supporting the recreational interests of our 
member clubs and the greater four-wheel drive 
community by maintaining the sustainable current 
track and area access here in Victoria.

Having already visited several affiliated clubs 
recently, and over the next 12 months, if invited or 
accepted by clubs, staff and I would like to schedule 
a visit to clubs/meetings or events, to engage with 
the members, understand what support you require 
from FWDV and our team, ideas to increase member 
benefits or understand the current challenges/wins 
you are dealing with. 

I am excited for the possibilities and direction 
for the future for 4wding, and ensuring Victoria sets 
the benchmark for innovation and leadership in this 
space.

Craig Ryan 
CEO

All material appearing in Trackwatch magazine is copyright. 
Reproduction in whole or in part is strictly forbidden without 
prior written consent. Freelance contributions and submissions 
are welcome by this magazine. No responsibility is accepted for 
unsolicited manuscripts, photographs, etc. The opinions expressed 
by contributors are not necessarily those of Four Wheel Drive 
Victoria. All statements made, although based on information 
believed to be reliable and accurate, cannot be guaranteed and no 
fault or liability can be accepted for error or omission. The publisher 
reserves the right to omit or alter any article or advertisement. 
Advertisers agree to indemnify the publisher for all damages or 
liabilities arising from the published material.

FROM FWDV
CEO

In the spirit of reconciliation, we acknowledge 
the Traditional Custodians of Country 
throughout Australia and their connections to 
land, sea and community. We pay our respect 
to their Elders past, present and emerging and 
extend that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples today. 3TRACKWATCH  |  September 2024



PORTABLE POWER
G M E  U H F  R A D I O S  A N D 
A N T E N N A SS AT E L L I T E  D E V I C E S

• Satellite Phones and Car Kits • Airtime Packages • First Aid Kits • Accessories and More!  Visit our 
showroom today and speak to the experts at 5/8 Anzed Court, Mulgrave, VIC, 3170. 

www.satphoneshop.com.au1300 368 611

B A C K  U P  P O W E R
S TAT I O N  &  S O L A R
R A N G E

G E A R  U P  F O R  T H E  
G R E AT O U T D O O R S 

G O I N G  AWAY  A N D  N E E D  A  C O M M U N I C AT I O N 

O R  E M E R G E N C Y  S O L U T I O N  F O R  P E A C E - O F - M I N D ?

 

L E D  T O R C H E S , 
L A M P S  &  T O O L S

W H Y  N O T  R E N T  A  S AT P H O N E ?

S AT E L L I T E  P H O N E S



Training Course Refund Policy
Situations occur where for various reasons courses are cancelled by 
Four Wheel Drive Victoria (FWDV) or students need to cancel. Below 
describes the refund policy that is applicable.
Fee refunds: If students are unable to attend the course that they are 
registered for the following refund fees below apply:
• 30 days prior - less 10% of course cost; • 29 days to 15 days - less 
25% of course cost; • 14 days to 8 days - less 50% of course cost;  
• 7 days prior - no refund allowed.
Refund applications must be made in writing to FWDV.
FWDV agree that they will allow for one transfer in a 12 month period 
to another course date without penalty, with a minimum of 8 days 
notice.
 

Transfer to other courses: Students can transfer to any other 
course up to 8 working days prior to commencement at no cost. 
Students transferring to another course 7 working days or less prior to 
commencement will be required to pay a transfer fee of $50.
Course Cancellations: FWDV will make a full refund of all fees paid 
should a course be discontinued. FWDV reserves the right to cancel 
a course if a minimum number of participants are not achieved or for 
Occupational Health and Safety reasons. Should the students desire 
to take an alternative course with FWDV, fees will be fully transferable 
to that course, for one transfer in a 12 month period. In the event of 
a course for which the student was enrolled being unavailable or no 
acceptable alternative course is available, fees are fully refundable.

PROFICIENCY COURSES 

BOOK 
ONLINE

TRAINING COURSES
Four Wheel Drive Victoria is a Registered Training Organisation 
(RTO21605) offering non-accredited Proficiency 4WD training and 
a range of Accredited 4wd and Chainsaw courses. Open to all club 
members, the general public and corporate organisations.
Browse courses and book online at www.fwdvictoria.org.au/training 
Call the office (03) 9874 7222 for further information

3rd September – PC240903 – Theory 7th September – PC240903 – Practical

1st October – PC241001 – Theory 5th October – PC241001 – Practical

26th November – PC241126 – Theory 30th November – PC241126 – Practical

2024

Seasonal Track Closures don't have long to go. 
Make sure you are aware what tracks have extended 
closures and what tracks are open. Be aware of 
conditions and check for closures on More to 
Explore on both mobile and web.
https://www.exploreoutdoors.vic.gov.au/where-to-start/
more-to-explore
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Four Wheel Drive Victoria were once again an 
important part of the National 4x4 Show - 
Melbourne.  Holding a stand to promote our 
affiliated 4wd clubs, educate the public whilst 

encouraging training to those are interested and of 
course be there to answer any other questions that the 
punters had regarding 4wd in Victoria, our affiliated 
clubs along with how to join one and how to look after 
the environment when 4wding. With the stand set up 
in Hall 3 on Thursday, the team were there early on 
Friday ready and rearing to go for the 3 days. 

FWDV had amazing volunteers from various 
clubs assisting on the stand along with some of 
our affiliated clubs having their own stands such 
as Everest 4wd Club of Victoria, Ineos 4x4 Club 
Victoria, Nissan Four Wheel Drive Club of Victoria 
and Toyota Land Cruiser Club of Victoria along with 
Land Rover Owners Club of Victoria, Wanderin 4 
Wheelers and Pajero 4wd Club of Victoria sharing 
our stand.  We also had Ashley Hales from Red Cross 
Lifeblood join FWDV, who had plenty of signups to 
donate blood.

The show had something for everyone, obviously 
loads of stalls which were selling all the accessories 
you could possibly require through to the ginormous 
offroad vehicles that looked like they were on 
steroids.  Your camping needs were also covered, 
with loads of roof top tents through to campers and 
vans of all shapes and sizes.  

Apart from all of the stalls selling their goods, 
there were driving demos taking place on Mount 
Maxxis, guest speakers at The Outback Stage, BMX 
stunt shows, music, wildlife shows and various 
workshops.  A big thank you to Zach Wilson from 
LROCV who was the host on the Tracks N Trips 
Stage. Some great talks were held on the stage by 
some affiliated clubs including the Everest 4WD 

Club of Victoria, Ineos 4x4 Club Victoria and the 
Peninsula 4x4 Club. 

The judging of the Show N Shine was once 
again left in FWDV’s hands. Saturday’s category 
was Terrific Tourer, both pre and post 2004 with 
many amazing rigs that would take you off grid for 
a long time on memorable adventures.  Sunday’s 
category was Rough and Tumble with pre and post 
2004.  These rigs would be able to take you into 
many fantastic locations away from the crowds. 
As you can image, the Show n Shine finalists were 
very enthusiastic about their vehicles and loved 
showing them off to both the judges and the public.  
It was exciting to see how many young adults had 
purchased their vehicles prior to obtaining their 
licences and had proceeded to work on them 
themselves often with the assistance of family and 
friends. It shows how much working on our 4wd 
vehicles brings people together, having the same 
interests and being able to help each other and 
learning lots in the process.

Thank you so much from the FWDV Board and 
Staff to the volunteers that assisted on the stand, 
the large number of members from LROCV meant 
there wasn’t a minute the show was on without a 
volunteer from the club manning the stand. Along 
with the excellent volunteers always ready to put 
their hand up from clubs including, Pajero 4WD Club 
of Victoria, Toyota Four Wheel Drive Club and the 
Wanderin 4 Wheelers.

With storms bringing a close to the show on the 
Sunday afternoon and with some excellent luck and 
planning, everything from FWDV was bumped out 
without even getting wet. Plans have already begun 
for 2025, FWDV will make sure to update clubs on 
plans and dates as they are announced in the future. 

BY: JO SOMERFIELD
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By explorers, 
for explorers

For over 30 years, the Hema Map Patrol 

has traversed Australia to capture the 

most accurate cartographic information 

for outdoor explorers. Hema's master 

map-makers then produce industry-

leading maps, atlases, guidebooks 

and digital navigation products.

Hema products are available at leading outdoor retailers or   

www.hemamaps.com

Prepared to explore. Creek Crossing on Frenchmans Track (G6)
Photo: mattography © Hema Maps

Detailed 4WD tracks

National parks

Camping areas

GPS surveyed roads 
& tracks

GPS positions  

Featuring the Old Telegraph Track
Cape York

14th Edition

Waterproof Paper

Iconic Map
PRODUCED & PRINTED IN AUSTRALIA
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CLUB SPOTLIGHTCLUB SPOTLIGHT MACALISTER 4WD TOURING & SOCIAL CLUB

HIGH COUNTRY 
DAY TRIP 

Billy Goat Bluff is one of the High Country 
tracks that 4 wheel drivers just have to 
conquer at least once. A convoy of 7 vehicles 
from the Macalister 4 Wheel Drive Touring 

and Social Club left Sale at 8 o’clock on a beautiful 
Saturday morning in February with “Billy Goat” in our 
sights.

An easy drive took us through Stratford, 
Stockdale and Dargo then onto the High Plains Rd 
where we turned off to the historic site of Grant 
township.  A welcome smoko break and airing 
down before continuing on to Talbotville which is 
another historic town site. Looking at the landscape 
now its hard to believe there were actually towns 
up here.  The early pioneers really were pretty 
amazing. No 4 wheel drives with a lift kit and diff 
locks to tackle the rugged terrain back then. After 
a quick lunch break in Talbotville we continued 
driving before regrouping at Randalls Track.  Our 
group leader suggesting those driving manual 
vehicles practice some hill starts at this point as we 
were about to embark on some very steep terrain. 
It is quite daunting looking at the tracks from 
the bottom but not half as bad when actually on 
them. From Randalls Track we went onto Conway 

and Collingwood Spur Tracks. The view from 
some places on these tracks are stunning as is the 
Wongungarra River at Kingswell Bridge where we 
again stopped for a break and to regroup. Two of the 
convey decided to head home while the rest headed 
up Billy Goat. Two of our group had been on the 
track several years before and were quite shocked 
at how the track has deteriorated. There were 3 
other vehicles on the helipad which is on the track 
but thankfully we did not meet anyone coming the 
opposite direction when we were negotiating the 
track.  It is not for the fainthearted but well worth 
the effort. Very gnarly with huge rocks and at times 
choosing the best line to take is nearly impossible. 
Pleased to report there were no casualties. 

The whole group conquered one of the most 
iconic and steepest tracks in the state and it felt 
good!

After catching our breath at the top and 
comparing “notes” about the drive we took off 
for home down Marathon Rd, through Briagalong 
and Stratford to Sale. It was a huge day clocking 
up 270kms in just over 12 hours. Everyone was 
exhausted but feeling very accomplished after a 
fantastic day in the beautiful High Country.

BY: JENNIFER WRIGLEY  
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MACALISTER 4WD TOURING & SOCIAL CLUBCLUB SPOTLIGHT

|455

80+ Channel UHF CB Transceiver

|41PRO

80+ Channel UHF CB
Handheld Transceiver

|410PRO

80+ Channel UHF CB Transceiver

Since 1964
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Let’s celebrate! The Victorian Four-wheel Drive 
Club (VFWDC) is hitting the big 5-0, and we’re 
ready to party! It’s been half a century of 
adventure and camaraderie, and we’re gearing 

up for some serious fun. We’ve rolled out the birthday 
cake - it’s got so many candles on it that you’d think we 
were sitting ‘round a campfire’! Grab yourself a cold 
bevvy, settle in and join us as we raise a toast to our 
rich history and the amazing memories we’ve made 
along the way. 

From our humble beginnings back in ‘74 when 
founding members Rob McKay and Dennis Cousins 
dreamt up trips (think Simpson Desert type stuff!) at 
a church hall in Dandenong to being one of the driving 
forces and a foundational member club of Four Wheel 
Drive Victoria, it’s been quite the ride…

Here at VFWDC, we’ve seen it all!  From the days 
of waitlists and maxed-out memberships to our first 
trips to Bells Flat (it’s so secret that you won’t find 
it now that Thompson Dam sits over it) and beyond. 
We’re a very proud, diverse and all-inclusive club 
that promotes and values our ‘everyone is welcome’ 
philosophy. 

Safety and education have always been at our 
core, with proficiency courses led by our very capable 
team of volunteer instructors, and a strong focus on 
responsible off-roading. You’d be amazed at how 
much additional confidence our members have after 
completing their driver training, often passing with 
flying colours.

Our fleet has evolved over the years too, from 
classic ‘Cruisers and Patrols to more modern rigs like 
Rangers and Discos (that’s also ‘bush speak’ for the 
folks at Parks Vic attending a bush dance!).  From first 
having fourbies with no seat belts, no air-conditioning 

and no air bags, we now carry in our rigs all the mod-
cons like 12V fridges, high-tech winches and LED 
lighting.

Looking back over the years, we’ve run many trips 
to places such as the High Country, Cape York, Simpson 
Desert and Tassie. We’ve even covered some of the 
lesser traveled routes such as following the Tropic of 
Capricorn, the Anne Bedell Highway, Canning Stock 
Route and the Gibb River Road. 

Many of our longer term members have enjoyed 
watching their kids grow up with the club, starting 
out as backseat passengers to eventually wheeling 
it on their own.  But even after our kiddy members 
have all but grown up, they just love busting out the 
marshmallows when we’re around a campfire.

In the spirit of volunteering, we have on many 
occasions been involved with things like the annual 
Oxfam Christmas tree deliveries, clean up the bush and 
track clearing exercises, supporting Blaze Aid after 
bush fires and providing other forms of community 
and event based support.

As we look back on the past 50 years, we can’t help 
but wonder what the future holds. Will we stick to the 
same old rutted tracks or start to blaze new trails in 
our plug in EVs and hybrids? Whatever comes next, 
we know we’ll face it together, with the same spirit of 
adventure that’s kept us going all these years.

So if you’re up for it, come join us for a month-long 
celebration, including a camping weekend away at 
Aberfeldy (the closest that we could get to our club’s 
first bush camp down at Bells Flat) and a special 
dinner at Club Noble. Here’s to 50 years of friendship, 
community, and unforgettable adventures. Hip hip 
hooray and a very happy 50th birthday VFWDC!

CLUB SPOTLIGHT FOUR WHEEL DRIVE VICTORIA 

Center spread

YEARS
A N N I V E R S A R Y

TH
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FOUR WHEEL DRIVE VICTORIACLUB SPOTLIGHT

Center spread
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CLUB SPOTLIGHTCLUB SPOTLIGHT PAJERO 4WD CLUB OF VICTORIA

40TH ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATIONS

Looking back over 40 years of the Club there 
have been many changes in and around 
the Club, but one thing that has remained 
consistent is the adhering to the underlying 

Club purpose of promoting, representing, encouraging 
and supporting the recreation and sport of 4WD in a 
safe and responsible way.

Our motto Every Event an Adventure was an 
adaptation from an early Mitsubishi marketing 
campaign but rings true to this day through the 
foundations established by Arch Grant, our Club 
Founder and original members 40 years ago, we 
embrace what comes our way and continue to thrive.

So, to that end the Club started 2024 with plans 
to enjoy and celebrate our 40th Anniversary.

A sub-committee was formed, and ideas were 
thrown around, big and small, weird and wonderful.

Our first event was held at the Loch Reserve. 
A lot of planning, booking and organisation went 
into running this event. Members rushed to secure 
a place and the end number was 150 attending, 
caravans and tents circling the reserve with 
the Management Committee only too happy to 
accommodate the Club.

Trips were run to various parts, namely Phillip 
Island, Tarrawarra NP, Mt Worth and to the local shops 
for coffee and cake to name a few. The people of Loch 
were very receptive to our Club and organised for 
shops to stay open over the Easter period.

A dinner and trivia night were organised, both 
well attended with lots of fun and gaiety.

Next event was the 40th Luncheon held at GWBC, 
our meeting place. To say the GWBC Committee 
were accommodating was not short of fantastic.

Lunch was very popular, being a traditional Kiwi 
Hangi, organised by our Vice President Bella.

Twelve out of the 18 Past Presidents attended. 
Unfortunately, our inaugural President, Arch Grant 
was not able to attend, as was his family due to 
illness.

I am sure our more recent members learnt a lot 
through the speeches made by older members talking 
about what and how the Club ran in the early days.

Our final event was held at the July Members 
Meeting.

 Wayne Hevey, Outgoing CEO of Four Wheel Drive 
Victoria, presented a plaque congratulating the 
Club’s 40 year longevity.

BY: ROBYN BURKE  
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CLUB SPOTLIGHT PAJERO 4WD CLUB OF VICTORIA

Three of the 1984 original members, Bernie Kolbe, 
John Simonton and Barry Collins were called upon to 
cut the cake.

Eric Bishop, President of Four Wheel Drive 
Victoria, spoke on the remarkable journey the Club 
has been on since Arch Grant set it up in 1984. He 
congratulated the Club on its reputation and spoke on 
some of the associated history.  Eric mentioned how 
the Pajero Challenge was a standout navigation event 
and that the Driver Trainer Unit, which is backed 
by and receives content from Four Wheel Drive 
Victoria’s RTO, is able to train many club members 
safely and helps to teach and promote sustainable 
4wd driving techniques.  He congratulated the Club 
on our profound commitment to the Community, the 
Club’s groundbreaking initiatives in environmental 
endeavours, our volunteer membership and 
promoting best 4WD practices.

The meeting then became a very social evening for 
catchup amongst members.

It has been a very educational time for all 
members, especially our more recent members who 
have discovered the Club activities in earlier days.
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CLUB SPOTLIGHTCLUB SPOTLIGHT

CLEAN UP THE BUSH 

The call went out that the bush needed help, 
so on the 16th of June the Bairnsdale 4 
Wheel Drive club rallied to help out.  Wayne 
Hevey from Four Wheel Drive Victoria turned 

up to help out and Mal and Harry from Forest Fire 
Management Victoria came to hand out maps with 
the positions of dumped rubbish in  the forest around 
Lakes Entrance.

Twenty-eight dump sites were identified.  By 
10am we all had jobs allocated and travelled to 
the points to collect the dumped rubbish.  Most 
had little trouble, even though conditions were 
boggy and slippery on the tracks, however one of 
the members soon became bogged and needed 
assistance from another member with a winch to get 
him out.

We all did at least one big trailer load to the tip. 
Who kindly accepted all rubbish at no charge to help 

out, almost one large hopper was filled by midday.
We met back at the Lakes Entrance Bowls 

Club for a very nice lunch provided by Forest Fire 
Management Victoria all in all a very successful day.

If people did the right thing and didn’t dump 
their rubbish in our bush, these days would not be 
necessary.  We collected couches, mattresses, beds, 
car wheels and lots of other household waste.  

The problem seems to be very bad around Lakes 
Entrance area however we were assured more 
action would be taken to prosecute those people 
who are guilty of this crime, heavy penalties apply 
for dumping waste in the bush.

Thanks to everyone who attended and worked 
hard to clean up our bush environment, and thanks 
to Dave Rogers for his planning and organising this 
event.

BAIRNSDALE 4 WHEEL DRIVE CLUB

BAIRNSDALE 4WD CLUB

BY: DAVE ROGERS  
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BAIRNSDALE 4WD CLUBCLUB SPOTLIGHT
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FRIDAY 15TH NOV.
10am - 5pm

SATURDAY 16TH NOV.
10am - 5pm

SUNDAY 17TH NOV.
10am - 4pm

TRARALGON RACECOURSE

GIPPSLAND
NOV. 15TH - 17TH

2024

WELCOME TO

Industry Partner:



FWDV have been digging deep and have pulled this article from the 
Summer 2003 issue of Trackwatch. A few of our members might still 
have a few of the following cars out on tracks.

FROM THE ARCHIVES
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

Fri 18 to Sun 20 OCTOBER, 2024
CRUISERKHANA is an exciting technical challenge made up of competition (scored) 
events and optional events.

Each event is carefully designed to test your skill without using speed and damage to 
your 4WD. Each vehicle requires a driver and a navigator, with each person in the 4WD 
having their own responsibilities to ensure you earn high points for each event.

CruiserKhana is open to all 4WDers, so don't miss this great annual event

It all starts on the Friday evening with a BBQ run by the Yarck CFA - all proceeds going to YARCK CFA

Friday Night Drive - Optional fun event for all ages - You never know what you'll see around our Yarck Property.

Saturday - 6 events - Happy Hour at the end of the day (BYO Drink) - Raffles - Saturday Night Dinner.

Sunday - 3 Events - Rock Climb is Optional - Overall winners announced

This is a fun event so come along as a team, dress up, enjoy a laugh. Give aways throughout the 
day for people just having a go and enjoying this great event.

Register here: www.cruiserkhaha.com.au

Please email enquiries@cruiserkhana.com.au, if you have any questions.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES
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NEWSTAINLESS STEEL

CANOPY
N E W  L O O K . S A M E  T O U G H  B U I L D .

Rear Window
Safety Screen

Roof Mounted
Table

Side Door
Storage Box

• Stainless Steel Construction
• Raptor Coated – Black Finish
• Dynamic Load Rating – 250Kg
• Integrated Positive Air

FEATURES

Pressure System
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AUGMENTED REALITY
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INSURANCE

Australia’s wildlife is a unique and fascinating 
aspect of our country’s natural heritage. When we 
immerse ourselves in Australia’s natural habitat, it 
is an awe-inspiring experience that connects you 
to the land. However, it’s important to remember 
that this is still the great outdoors, and we must 
always exercise caution when around wildlife. The 
saying “look but don’t touch” is one to always follow 
closely. Cold-blooded predators, venomous snakes, 
and poisonous plants are just a few of the lurking 
threats that can be found in the bush. In this article, 
we’ll explore ways to reduce your risk if you get into 
trouble while out on the road.

Wildlife
While we may want to maximise our exposure 
to wildlife during our planning stage, we need to 
remember that things don’t always go to plan. It is 
estimated that 10 million animals die on Australian 

roads due to collisions with motor vehicles each 
year. No driver plans to get into an accident but 
statistically the more we drive the higher the 
chances something will happen. If you happen to hit 
a wild animal such as a Kangaroo, it’s important to 
do the right thing. Firstly, pull over when safe to do 
so. If the Kangaroo is alive or if you have identified 
a Joey in the Kangaroos pouch you will want to 
contact 000, WIRES (1300 094 737) or local police. 
Don’t attempt to move a live Kangaroo off the road. 
The WIRES emergency response team will be able 
to instruct you on whether it is safe to transport the 
animal to the local vet or wait for assistance. If your 
vehicle is insured, it is important to take photos of 
the damage so that you can disclose the incident at a 
later time. Reduce your risk of hitting a kangaroo by 
avoiding any travel on country roads around dawn 
or dusk when Kangaroos and Wallabies are most 
active. 

4WD Wildlife and First Aid 

FOUR WHEEL DRIVE INSURANCE

1300 655 850

4WD Insurance 
For the experts, by the experts

affinityib.com.au
This product is issued by One Underwriting Pty Ltd. ABN 50 006 767 540 AFSL 236653 and distributed by A�nity Risk Partners (Brokers) Pty Ltd trading as A�nity Insurance Brokers ABN 15 091 944 580 Licence No. 1288354.
It is subject to underwriting acceptance criteria. This is a summary of the bene�ts available. Conditions apply. To decide if it is right for you please read the Product Disclosure Statement and Policy before you make a decision. 
If you purchase this insurance, A�nity will receive a commission that is a percentage of the premium.

With our long association with Four Wheel Drive Victoria 
we have reason to be proud of the insurance we offer. 
Our policy delivers specialist features and benefits that 
complement the lifestyle of an adventurous Aussie. Take 
your journey to the next level. Give us a call or find our 
website below to obtain a free no obligation quote today.

1300 655 850Get a free quote today
4wd@affinityib.com.au
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dealer for a test drive

Get Ready to Rev Up for the  
2024 Blood DRIVE! 

1 October – 31 December 2024
It’s almost time to put the pedal to the metal for a 
cause that should be close to all our hearts: the 2024 
Blood DRIVE! In true four-wheel drive spirit, we’re 
hitting the road to save lives, one donation at a time. 
This year, we have set a goal of 80 donations. Last 
year’s drive resulted in 65 donations, helping 195 
people. Let’s surpass that!
To ensure your donations count towards the Blood 
DRIVE, make sure to join our Four Wheel Drive 
Victoria Lifeblood Team. You can update your ‘team’ 
preferences online at www.lifeblood.com.au, through 
the ‘Donate Blood’ App, or by calling 13 14 95. 
Alternatively, mention the Team when you’re at the 
donation centre, and the staff can help. 
Individual Clubs wanting community service 
initiatives or Team-bonding activities listen up. If your 
club would like to have a Lifeblood representative visit 
and speak at a meeting, please contact Ash at ahales@
redcrossblood.org.au. This could be a great way to 
spark interest and engage members in a meaningful 
activity and learn more about what’s involved. 
Additionally, why not make it a group effort? Ash can 
help organise a group donation tailored for your club. 
Whether it’s 3 donors with their 4WDs in the car 
park or 30, a collective donation effort can be both 
motivating and rewarding.
We don’t have to look far to find someone in our 
community who is very active in the donor space. 
Dave Roberts recently celebrated his 775th donation 
at the Ringwood Donor Centre. He is clearly very 
passionate about donating, recognising the real-life, 
life-saving impact donations have. In fact, he is striving 
to set a record by squeezing in 27 plasma donations in 
a single year. With calculated appointment scheduling 
and the leap year, he’s on track to meet his goal. Good 
luck Dave!
Not sure if you’re eligible to donate? Many people who 
think they can’t donate, can. Check your eligibility at 
13 14 95 or on Lifeblood’s website.
We’ll be sharing Blood Drive updates in the monthly 
e-newsletters, but if you or your club would like 
further support, touch base with Ash. Let’s drive this 
cause forward and make the 2024 Blood DRIVE the 
best one yet. 

Ready, set, donate!

INSURANCE

Snakes and Spiders
Before we even hit the road, we need to make 
sure we have done some preparation for what 
we might encounter on our road ahead, packing 
essential survival gear, first aid kits and a snake 
bite kit. While most of the time snakes and 
spiders are more afraid of us than we are of 
them, they will still defend themselves if they 
are surprised or feel threatened. 4WD vehicles, 
tents and chairs make for a great temporary 
home to a snake or spider, as they provide great 
methods of regulating their temperature. If 
you have taken your 4WD out on the road on a 
cool  Australian night, the warm engine bay can 
make for a nice bed. Its important to always be 
mindful when you are conducting your morning 
checks, especially around the tent, the bonnet 
and shoes. 

First Aid
As highlighted above, wildlife out in the country 
can spring a surprise when we least expect 
it. Therefore, its crucial for all adventurers 
to be well prepared for any emergency with 
adequate equipment and knowledge. A first 
aid kit is a must have and it should be regularly 
maintained throughout the year. A good first 
aid kit should be able to handle everything from 
minor injuries (scrapes, scratches, rashes and 
burns) to major injuries (bites, broken bones 
and heavy bleeding).
Key items to have in every camping first 
aid kit, include burn gels, burn dressings, 
gloves, bandages, gauze, wound dressings, 
medical tape, iodine swabs, insect bite 
sprays, antihistamines, pain relief drubs 
and EpiPens. For snake or spider bites, its 
important to include pressure immobilisation 
bandages, permanent markers and conforming 
heavyweight bandages.
The second component of quality first aid is the 
knowledge. While the equipment can certainly 
help with most incidents, having the first aid 
training to deal with the major incidents might 
be the difference in saving a life, especially in 
the remote parts of the country. There are many 
online tools and guides that can assist with first 
aid training online. If you looking for something 
a bit more formal, many organisations such 
as St Johns Ambulance provide certified first 
aid training courses across all states and 
territories.
We hope these tips were beneficial and 
contribute to a safer trip next time. Stay safe 
out there. 
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Are you prepared for 
your next adventure?

patrolapart.com.au     |     navarapart.com.au


